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Good morning everyone.
I talked with Andrew Kollar this morning about Mr. Crossman's concern that a social media
post on Andrew's personal Facebook account promoted violence.  Andrew assured me that
was never his intent and I believe him.  We also talked about how, as public employees, we
are never truly "off duty" with respect to what we say or write.  

Mr. Crossman, I am very easy to contact.  You have my email now, and our office number is
360-458-6139.  

Thank you.

On Sat, Jun 25, 2022 at 9:53 AM Joe DePinto <joed@yelmwa.gov> wrote:
Good morning Josh,

I understand your concern but this really isn't a city matter at all, imo. What actions by the
City are you wanting to see happen?

I cc'd Superintendent Brian Wharton so he's aware of your concerns.

Thanks,

Joe DePinto

Mayor

Cell: 253.318.0299

www.yelmwa.gov

-------- Original message --------
From: Joshua Crossman <JoshuaC@Yelmwa.gov>
Date: 6/25/22 7:32 AM (GMT-08:00)
To: Joe DePinto <joed@Yelmwa.gov>
Subject: Inappropriate FB statement by Yelm School Employee

Just wanted to make you all aware of a comment made by a Yelm School District employee
on Facebook that I think is inappropriate for someone that works for the public to make.
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And it is concerning based upon a question I received on Friday. 

As you all are aware the Supreme Court has made a few decisions this week that some
disagree with. In response there has been a call and a threat for extreme violence against
other people and establishments such as churches and pregnancy crisis centers. 

So Friday afternoon I was asked by a Yelm Citizen if it was safe to go to church, she was
generally concerned after watching the news and social media and feared that these threats
are real and will happen here. I didn’t have the same concern and said that she should be
perfectly safe as any other day because this is Yelm and we don’t have to worry about such
threats. 

Then I awake today to see a comment by Andrew Kollar voicing his disagreement with the
Supreme Court decision. That part I don’t have issue with, he is free to have that opinion.
The part that is concerning is that he ended his comment with the phrase “Burn It”

We have citizens who have a general fear right now and to have a public employee not only
support violence but make a call for it because they disagree with our system of
government should not be tolerated. 

I don’t know Andrew all that well, we’ve had a few interactions out and about, so I can’t say
if he was just being flippant or if that really is his belief and he meant it. 

We are a country that is not to be ruled by threats and violence but by law and order. I
would like to think that the City of Yelm agrees with that and will take actions to ensure that
remains the case. 

-- 
Brian Wharton (he/him)

Superintendent

High hope people believe: The future will be better than the present. We have the power to make it so. There are



many paths to our goals.  None of the paths are free of obstacles.

 


